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was commanded by the brave and capable young general,
Gaston de Foix, cousm of Louis XII, and only twenty-four
years of age. The Spanish forces were commanded by Rai-
mondo da Cardona, Viceroy of Naples, and the Papal troops
were placed by Julius II under Cardinal Giovanni de' Med-
ici; and as to rise in favour with Julius II one had to be
above all things a soldier, Giovanni could not refuse, though
he evidently had no talents in that direction After several
brilliant successes had been gamed by the French under the
able leadership of Gaston de Foix, a pitched battle was
fought on the 6th April 1512 at Ravenna, in which the Papal
and Spanish army was totally defeated by the French, who,
however, sustained a serious loss, for at the moment of vic-
tory their brave young commander, Gaston de Foix, was
killed 3i This battle was one of the bloodiest on lecord; and
while the commander on the French side was killed, Cardinal
Giovanni, the Pope's representative, was taken prisoner by
the French, and sent, a captive, to Milan.

Pope Julius II was not cowed by this reverse; he rapidly
collected a fresh army, the loss of Gaston de Foix seemed
to paralyse the French, the tide of victory turned, and within
three months the French army was driven across the Alps.
Then Julius II turned his arms against Florence, and the
troops of the "Holy League" which he had formed were sent
against her, Julius II being determined to put an end to the
existing state of things in that city, and to visit Soderini in
particular with his wrath for having allowed the assembly
of the Council at Pisa. Cardona's army of Spanish troops
was therefore ordered to advance into Tuscany, and Cardinal
Giovanni having escaped from Milan, he, his brother, and
his cousin, were sent with it, the Pope informing Florence
that the terms he required from her were that she should
dismiss the Gonfaloniere Soderini, pay a fine of 100,000
florins, and allow the Medici to return to Florence. These
terms Soderini's government declined to accept, and sent an
inefficient force, chiefly composed of Machiavelli's newly-